
Conceptual causal threats: arrows are institutional/theoretical assumptions, not identified effects

True BMI, disease severity, suitability

Pre-2007 hospital coding / H and R selection Recorded and unrecorded surgery

True physical and mental health

Care seeking, resources, access

Recorded health and treatment outcomes

Age and birth cohort

2011 national policy package

Specialty plan and capacity allocation

Nonsurgical assessment / treatment

Later policy, aging, 2017 replacement

Death / emigration

Reporting, private capture, 2019 model break


